
Worcester Athletic Club 75
th

 Anniversary Dinner – 29
th

 September 2012 

 

Ninety past and present members of Worcester Athletic Club gathered in the Graeme Hick Pavilion at 

Worcestershire County Cricket Club to celebrate the 75
th

 anniversary of the club’s formation. Those at the 

dinner ranged from under-17 athletes to several in their seventies and eighties. 

 

In 1937 three local athletes, who lived and worked in Worcester but were members of a Birmingham 

club, decided to set up a club in Worcester. Charlie Wilcox, Alf Poole and Ernie Andrews got together 

and formed Worcester Harriers. They did this in a room above a café in the High Street and used this 

room up to the early 1950s. The training was done from the Red Lion public house in Sidbury (hence the 

“Red Lion Rampant” in the club badge). 

 

The club competed in Road running, Cross Country and Track & Field and used the facilities at the Blind 

College at Whittington. At the end of 1966 the Blind College sold their sports ground and a split occurred 

in the club. The runners became Worcester Nomads and the walkers became Worcester Athletic Club. 

The two clubs reunited in 1977 as Worcester Athletic Club and today we are a small but thriving club 

with around 400 members. 

 

Over the years the club has had many successes at club, county, regional and national level. There have 

also been several who have been selected to represent their country, one of which was the guest of honour 

at the dinner, Andy Carrott. Andy was a regular member of Worcester AC from the ages of about 13 to 

18, and continued to train with the club in later years during university vacation periods. Between 1987 

and 1990 he competed in a number of international competitions culminating in being selected for Great 

Britain as a reserve for the 4x100m relay at the Seoul Olympics in 1988. In 1990 he competed at the 

European Indoor Championships in Glasgow, but then suffered from injury problems and, as he puts it, 

“retired” at the age of 25. He still holds the club 100m and 200m records at 10.6 (10.46w) and 21.5 

respectively. 

 

After the meal Andy presented the club’s annual awards, with the Charles Jones Cup for the overall 

season’s best performance going to Jenny Nesbitt, for her impressive performance in winning the Under-

17 Women’s category of 2011/12 McCain Cross Challenge. 

 

 

 

 
 

A group of long-standing past and present members of Worcester AC. Left to right: Eric Austin (seated), 

Dick Cooper, Bob Cooper, Les Scrivens, Pete Dyer (seated), Wilf Bates, Ron Hodgkins, John Marshall, 

Pete Rose and Dave Hope. 



 

 
 

Guest of Honour Andy Carrot presents the Charles Jones Cup to Jenny Nesbitt. 

 

 


